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   Early Life
● Born July 20, 1925; Fort-de-France, Martinique 

under colonial rule 

● Black Bourgeoisie; Black Americans who acquire 

money and status while assimilating white social 

structures.

● Studied medicine and psychiatry in France

● Served in WWII at 18 as a member of a movement 

for the continuation of warfare against Germany 

after the military collapse of France in 1940 called 

the “Free French Forces”; started noticing racism

● Moved to Algeria in 1953 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Fort-de-France
https://www.britannica.com/place/Germany
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-France


Algeria
● Studied the impacts of colonization on the human 

psyche while fulfilling his residency with phyciatrist 

François Tosquelles; expert in neurobiology 

● François proposed that colonization creates a 

structure in the colonized mind that can only be 

deconstructed through decolonization

● After being rejected from universities for his 

doctoral dissertations being “too controversial” he 

became the head of the psychiatry department of 

“Blida-Joinville” Hospital in Algeria (which was 

still part of France at the time) in 1953.

Blida-Joinville Hospital in Algeria

https://www.britannica.com/place/Algeria
https://www.britannica.com/place/Algeria


Frantz Fanon standing with his medical team at the Blida-Joinville Psychiatric Hospital in 
Algeria, where he worked from 1953 to 1956.



Algerian War of 
Independence

● France had invaded the North African region of Algeria 

in 1830 and declared it part of France in 1848.

● The movement for independence began during World 

War I; Tensions grew stronger after French promises of 

greater self-rule in Algeria went unfulfilled after World 

War II (1939–45)

● Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN) called for an 

armed national liberation struggle for Algerian 

independence in 1954

● Algerian fighters operated particularly around Algiers

Fanon joined the FLN while at the same time, was not 
only treating Algerians who were being tortured, 
but also aiding the French soldiers experiencing 
psychological distress from engaging in torture.

https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I
https://www.britannica.com/place/Algiers


Ghana
● Fanon leaves the psychiatric hospital in 

1956

● Serves as Ambassador in Ghana for the 

Provisional Algerian Government in 1960

● Died of Leukemia in December of 1961 at 

the young age of 36

● Writes Wretched Of The Earth which was 

influenced by his experiences in the Algerian 

War of Independence 
Fanon giving a speech in Accra Ghana in 1958



The Wretched Of 
The Earth 

1961
Psychoanalysis of the colonization that 

exists in our world today and it’s 

dehumanizing effects on the individual 

but also on the colonized as a whole



       Colonialism
-A system of absolute violence that can 
only be opposed through violence

-Colonization is “a division of two 
worlds,” a “compartmentalized world”   

“The dividing line, the border, is 
represented by the barracks and the 
police stations.” 

-Colonists take control of the colonized 
with force and violence; oppression

“Direct intervention by the police and the 
military ensure the colonized are kept 
under close scrutiny, and contained by 
rifle butts and napalm.”

 



The Colonist
ABUNDANCE, DEVELOPED

-Lights and paved roads

-Overflowing trash cans, undreamed-of 
leftovers

“They are protected by solid shoes in a 
sector where the streets are clean and 
smooth, without a pothole, without a 
stone.”

-Abundance of food. “Its belly is 
permanently full of good things.”

-a white folk’s sector

“The colonist’s 
sector is a 

sector built to 
last, all stone 

and steel ”



                 The Colonized People
Poverty, Famine, Illiteracy

-a disreputable place inhabited by disreputable people

-a famished sector, hungry for bread, meat, shoes, coal, 
and light

-a shanty town, people piled on top of each other, shacks 
squeezed tightly together

“You are born anywhere, anyhow. You die anywhere, 
from anything.”

-”For a colonized people, the most essential value, 
because it is the most meaningful, is first and foremost 
the land; the land, which must provide bread and 
naturally dignity”

- Land connects people to their history and ancestry; 
identities, traditions, cultures; dignity

“The colonized sector is a famished 
sector , hungry for bread, meat, shoes 

coal and light.”



Manichaeism
-The ruling species are the colonists, the 
“white foreigners”

-Racist world view that dehumanizes the 
colonized people

-Colonized people are savage and 
beastial

-They are considered unethical; no 
values

-Their cultures and traditions are evil

-They are not called to the ways of God, 
but to the ways of the oppressor; 
christianity; white man’s church

“The Colonial 
World is a 
Manichean 

World”



Violence That Comes With Colonization
-Whiteness Ideology has attacked, violated, and 
robbed minorities of their culture, and has attacked 
their mental, emotional, and physical health. 

- Removing masses of colonized people from their 
land removes them from their ancestry, their family, 
all they’ve ever known

- Separates the world in two; “the dividing line 
[border] is between the barracks and the police 
stations”

-Mental agony of creating a system where the 
colonized envy the colonist 

The Poor are used to violence 



Decolonization
❖ Is always a violent event
❖ Decolonization occurs in regions 

where liberation struggle has not 
yet made an impact

❖ It is an encounter between two 
antagonistic forces (enemies)

❖ Decolonization sets out to change 
the order of the world (unlearning 
hierarchy based information/acts)

❖ *Tabula Rasa*  The purest creation 
of new men 

❖ It gives the ability to practice 
self-determination over their land, 
culture, and economic freedom 

The liberation of a nation and the 
restoration of that nation to the 

people



What Would It Take To Decolonize?

● Cannot occur through a “gentleman's 
agreement” or handshake

● Urgent need to thoroughly challenge the 
colonial situation

● In order to dismantle colonization, the 
colonized must be prepared to fully dedicate 
themselves to this agenda and be ready to do 
everything it takes to dismantle the “colonists 
sector”

● Colonized masses break down and dismantle 
colonists values 

● You would be able to tell right away if 
decolonization is happening or not; are the last 
becoming the first? This is the minimum 
demand.

“To destroy the colonial world means 
nothing less than demolishing the 

colonist’s sector, burying it deep within 
the earth of banishing it from the 

territory.”



The New Man 

“Decolonization is the veritable creation of new men. But this creation owes nothing of 
its legitimacy to any supernatural power; the “thing” which has been colonized becomes 
man during the same process by which it frees itself.” 

★ When the first become last and the last become first

“The emergence of the new man is not just an afterthought creation. In fact, the new 
man is the two coexist in harmony, slowly maturing and triumphing. This dialectic 
relationship embodies the reason for the resistance to colonization of accommodation.”

★ The “thing colonized” becomes a new man 
through the process of liberation 



How Fanon’s Theories Are Relevant And Important Today 

-Fannon teaches his readers that the seeds of 
imperialism are still rampant today and how it 
has thrown the colonized into an endless cycle. 

-He tells his readers how imperialism has not 
only taken hold of their land but also their minds.

-He warns other countries to not strive to become 
Europe because of the inhumanity and greed that 
is associated with it. 

-Fannon emphasizes dignity and how the 
colonizer strips it away from the “masses”



Works Cited 

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsbEqsX91Mk
2. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Frantz-Fanon
3. https://www.moderntreatise.com/opinion/2020/7/21/the-1789-discourse-fano

n-and-the-fight-against-colonialism  
4. https://i1.wp.com/www.globalblackhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01

/British-colonial-officers-stand-guard-Kenya.jpg
5. https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-26-fanon/
6. https://criticallegalthinking.com/2016/01/20/fanon-on-violence-and-the-perso

n/#:~:text=Decolonization%20is%20the%20veritable%20creation,1963%3A
%2036%2D37).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsbEqsX91Mk
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Frantz-Fanon
https://www.moderntreatise.com/opinion/2020/7/21/the-1789-discourse-fanon-and-the-fight-against-colonialism
https://www.moderntreatise.com/opinion/2020/7/21/the-1789-discourse-fanon-and-the-fight-against-colonialism
https://i1.wp.com/www.globalblackhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/British-colonial-officers-stand-guard-Kenya.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.globalblackhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/British-colonial-officers-stand-guard-Kenya.jpg
https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-26-fanon/


Did You Even 
Read?

Kahoot Lobby

Please turn on your phones 

and go to www.kahoot.it 

Or 

Scan the QR code

https://create.kahoot.it/share/did-you-even-do-the-reading/549ccf55-3760-4e49-850c-73520a542a89
http://www.kahoot.it

