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Marijuana and the battle for legalization: 

` Consider your high school career; Think about how many times marijuana played 

a role, whether in school or in social settings. Now consider how much you actually 

know about marijuana. Marijuana has been implemented into society for quite awhile. It 

has been used as a technique in many ways such as medicine, rituals, and recreational 

use. These uses are being debated in today’s political society on the legalization of the 

drug. Since the 1930’s marijuana has been illegal; in the near future that could no 

longer be the status for cannabis substances. Another law that has become of recent 

interest is the eligibility to vote at the age of 18. This is of interest because this past year 

with the election of the president, I was however not eligible to vote for the election; 

although I did start to form my own opinions on matters. Therefore when it came to 

matters that I wasn’t very informed about I decided to change that. Sure enough one of 

the more commonly debated subjects in the course of AP Government and throughout 

the various presidential debates was the legalization of the now illegal drug because of 

the true lack of knowledge, the curiosity struck: Should we legalize marijuana in the U.S 

or is it truly as dangerous as we’ve been told about in school?  

 

Marijuana is an illegal drug as of now however I believe that there is enough 

evidence to prove that marijuana isn’t as harmful as it has been classified. There are 

enough people in our country that have very serious illnesses such as depression and 



diseases in which this drugs could play a huge role in minimizing these illnesses. Even 

though marijuana has been proven to help the body in many ways, under the Controlled 

Substance Act of 1970 marijuana is a  Schedule I substances in which the federal 

government has it classified as more dangerous than cocaine and just as dangerous as 

heroin and LSD.  Therefore as part of curriculum in schools. Teachers are educating 

their students to not only be aware of the cannabis drugs but to also relate the use of 

marijuana as a gateway drug to other drugs such as heroin, cocaine and meth. One of 

the most confusing classifications abou t marijuana is the it is classifies the same as 

heroin even though when comparing the two drugs since heroin is an opioid it does rank 

as more of a medical risk than marijuana. Heroin is not a drug that is being debated for 

legalization because the two have very different effects on the human body and brain; 

“Heroin abuse is associated with a number of serious health conditions, including fatal 

overdose, spontaneous abortion and infectious diseases like hepatitis and HIV. Chronic 

users may develop collapsed veins, infection of the heart lining and valves, abscesses, 

constipation and gastrointestinal cramping and liver or kidney disease. Pulmonary 

complications, including various types of pneumonia, may result from heroin’s effects on 

breathing. In addition to the effects of the drug itself, street heroin often contains toxic 

contaminants or additives that can clog blood vessels leading to the lungs, liver, 

kidneys, or brain, causing permanent damage to vital organs.” However, marijuana is 

not an opioid nor does it have any of those effects because of the different plant that it 

comes from and because of the mechanics behind the plant.  

 



Marijuana other wise known as cannabis comes from a plant. Most of the active 

ingredients are contained in the leaves of the plant. The leaves hold many chemicals 

that when reacted with your body it can cause a psychoactive reaction. “The main 

psychoactive (mind-altering) chemical in marijuana, responsible for most of the 

intoxicating effects that people seek, is delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). The 

chemical is found in resin produced by the leaves and buds primarily of the female 

cannabis plant. The plant also contains more than 500 other chemicals, including more 

than 100 compounds that are chemically related to THC, called cannabinoids” 

(jointblog). THC and the cannabinoids are the chemicals in the leaf that scientist are 

banning. It is the THC that is responsible for the “high” that people get when ingested or 

smoked. Although the THC and cannabinoids may seem dangerous as recent beliefs 

scientists have been discovering that these chemicals may not be completely horrible 

for your body.  

 

Recently within the past 5 years our society has begun to research the drug and 

have found the true classification of the drug to be different. Throughout the time of 

history, Marijuana has been utilized for some many different component such as 

textiles, religious rituals, medical resources and so on. Marijuana has been used in 

history basically since the beginning of time. Northern China has used it for textiles 

since 7,000 BC. "In 2008, archaeologists in central Asia discovered over two pounds of 

cannabis in the 2,700-year-old grave of an ancient mummified shaman" (Armentano). 

The use for marijuana was the norm and it wasn’t socially banned. Although, today our 



society has a different outlook on marijuana from people around me and their opinions. ( 

Due to the illegal status of the drugs all of the participants that I talked with asked that 

their name stay anonymous.) Throughout our society we have a wide range of 

generations in which each generation had their own take on the matter depending on 

what the social norms are. Starting with the oldest I simply asked each of my 

participants to state their opinion on the drug and its status of legalization and what their 

knowledge of the drug was.  

At age 78, “At my age darling I don’t really care if people are using it. As long as 

they aren’t disrespecting me or my property then they should be able to do what they 

want with their bodies. I know that marijuana is illegal but I don’t quite understand why, 

beats me. My knowledge of the drug is that it fights pain. From personal experience I 

have used it medically and with the arthritis and pain in my body, I’ll be honest with you 

my dear, it’s such a simple, natural remedy for pain.”  

At age 50 “You know I don’t know all that much about the drug and I don’t have 

an opinion on it either way. I’ve heard that there are studies now that show that it can 

help your body but it’s still illegal so there’s got to be more to it. All I know is that when I 

was growing the people associated with wee were considered losers and the stoners.”  

At age 27 “I used to smoke in high school and college for fun, recreational 

purposes. The end of my sophomore year of college I was diagnosed with cancer. I was 

in a lot of pain, depressed. I was in a dark space feeling like my body had turned 

against me. I was anxious all the time, so I up-ed usage  and don’t mind me sounding 

dramatic but I don’t know if would have been able to make it through that period in my 



life the way I did without it. It sure did help. So yes the answer to your question is yes I 

am for the legalization of marijuana and no I don’t know what the medical side of it is, 

nor do I really car now all I have to base my opinion on is my experience and I know 

that there are people out there that have diseases way worse than mine that this could 

help.”  

Age 17 “I don’t really have an opinion on the drug itself. Honestly I’ve tried it a 

couple times, wasn’t a fan, most likely won't being doing it again; but if there are people 

that use it and like then why do people get to decided what they can or can’t do with 

their own bodies. It’s as the possibility of doing some good it has a better rep than the 

other drugs. Oh and the only thing I really know about the drug is that a cop once told 

me that arresting and just overall dealing with someone who is high is so much more 

peaceful than dealing with someone who is drunk. Also there are so many more deaths 

caused by Alcohol which is legal than by weed which is illegal so.”  

Age 16 “Legalize it. I started messing around with weed about two months ago. I 

was hanging out with friends and I tried it, first time didn’t like it, wasn’t fun, but then the 

second time I tried it I liked the feeling it gave me. I have anxiety but  I was calm and I 

was collected. So I’ve continued using it and the less anxious I am. Maybe there is 

another factor that I’m just not noticing but since then I’m on a really good path with my 

parents, look.. Look here are my grades.. They’re getting better. I feel like I’m getting my 

s*** together. Don’t know the actual facts about the drug but it seems to be doing good 

things for me.”  

 



These responses show a couple things but two that are the most important in 

that the rest our society needs to pay attention to is the fact that almost half if not more 

of the responders didn’t say facts about the drug, practically most of them didn’t know 

anything about the drug but what they had were experiences with drug. This proves that 

the classes that were taught to us weren’t very informative or they just weren’t at the 

right time in our curriculum. When we aren’t an educated society then that doesn’t help 

our decisions in the rest of our lives either, especially when our communal society 

decides what the rights of the next person are; right to possess or not will depend on 

our neighbors whether they are educated or not. 

 

 In Today's society this research has revealed the harmless truth about the 

positive impact that it can have on the human body and Mind. The argument with 

Marijuana is that there is a possibility for this drug to be of use medically, spiritually and 

emotionally to people that are in need of it. The biggest argument for the legalization is 

that organizations are realizing that the THC in marijuana can be of aid to our bodies 

such as:  “The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has found THC to be safe and 

effective in treating nausea, vomiting, and wasting diseases such as anorexia.” (Med. 

Marij: collection 2015) . Due to the fact that it is treating such side effects that are often 

found in illnesses it is shown to have remarkable effects on our nervous system as well, 

by deflecting  pain for serious illnesses like cancer, spinal injuries, crohn's disease and 

more. There are over 60 world wide organization such as the AIDS action council, 

American Public Health Association, Arthritis Research Campaign (United Kingdom), 



Canadian AIDS Society, Canadian Special Senate Committee on Illegal Drugs that 

endorse the use of Medical marijuana as therapy and so forth. There are over 22,000 

published studies in the scientific literature that states: "A recent meta-analysis of these 

compounds identifies well over a dozen therapeutic properties attributable to 

cannabinoids, including neuroprotective, anti-cancer, anti-bacterial, and anti-diabetic 

properties." (Armentano, Paul)  These properties come into play when the body gets a 

hold of the high and balanced levels of essential amino acids and essential fatty acids 

that is then reacted to in the receptors system which then not only does not harm an of 

the good cells that our body produces but also responds to pain receptors and can help 

those who are sustaining serious illnesses. According to a National Institutes of Health 

review, it is said that the functions that the cannabis fullfills are said to good for your 

health and fight off diseases. Not only is it fighting of the bad in our bodies but there 

have also never been a recorded overdose due to the single use of Cannabis products 

unlike other common drugs and alcohol. 

 

Marijuana is illegal now however with the discoveries by scientists classifying that 

the drug has remarkable effects on the body and is not as dangerous as the drugs that 

it is classified with such as the opioids like heroin. Unlike heroin, marijuana works with 

the nervous system to reduce pain. However in our school systems we aren’t educating 

our kids right because many of the kids have said they have tried it and obviously have 

thought it was accommodating to them. However when people aren’t smart about the 

dosage, they are more inclined to use a bigger dosage and receive more chemicals 



than is proper. Although, even if people receive too large of a dose there has never 

been a recorded overdose due to the influence of marijuana unlike with the legal drugs 

such as alcohol. Marijuana has the opportunity to thrive in the medical industry and aid 

those in need. Marijuana is natural and the evidence for the positive impacts that 

marijuana has on our bodies is amazing. Even with the evidence of the good that it can 

do for our bodies and the bodies of the sick that are in need of a therapeutic process 

such as this one are often refused the treatment because of the illegal status in many 

states with exception of a few states that have legalized it.  
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