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Mars, a place of hope, or is it a sign of abandonment? The mission to colonize 

the red planet, is it because Earth will be no more? This mission is not an ordinary 

mission because it has been said that this it is going to be a death mission. Why? Is it 

due to a lack of resources? Is this mission to find extraterrestrial life? Will humans be 

living on Mar in the future due to the ongoing catastrophes happening on earth?. I also 

speculate that the government his hiding information on why this mission is so 

important, and the fate of our planet. Just like Apollo mission, it will be interesting to see 

what conspiracies will develop or have developed because of the mission. This whole 

mission could have been started due to a conspiracy. Some people believed that we 

never actually set foot on the moon, or the missions that were successful encountered 

extraterrestrial life on the moon. Space is a big mystery, being trapped in our own world, 

who knows what goes on outside of Earth. Besides, maybe the government. 

The mars mission  according to scientists cannot be done without unmanned 

missions to collect data and give scientists information on the red planet; on what 

technology is needed for man on survive on the red planet’s environment. Along with 

what equipment is needed for the astronauts to survive, and retrieve information on the 
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possibility of a permanent human settlement. NASA scientist have even said “The 

long-term goal of human exploration, many preliminary unmanned (robotic) missions 

are needed to address questions and engineering issues.” The journey to mars  will not 

take place until the 2030’s. This is because of previous missions like the curiosity rover. 

The information that these rovers send back are ensuring and increasing the safety of 

the astronauts. The main goal for these rovers are not to just collect data and find 

evidence of extraterrestrial life. It is too also give scientists data on how to successfully 

get the astronauts to Mars safely, and what equipment is needed for any possible health 

hazards.  In 2020 NASA will send another rover to the red planet, which will give 

scientist an idea of Martian resources, especially oxygen.  

  Upon listening to scientist Dr. Paul Davies, who stated that this is in fact a one 

way trip to colonize the planet ( The Final Frontier: A Mars Mission With No Return 1) . 
This establishment is not planning on being on the planet temporarily, scientists hope 

for this establishment to be permanent. This website also gives you background on the 

selection process for who gets to go to Mars, and the finalist too. This selection process 

is so intense that Ken Sullivan ( a Utah native and a father of four), and his wife were on 

the brink of divorce. Ken’s wife who threatened to divorce him not just because it is a 

one way mission, but so that she would not get in the way of his dream and passion; 

Ken even said "my desire to explore and the opportunity to do something no one has 

ever done before, and making a name for myself, would be nice to do." Ken moved on 

from the first round which consisted of 200,000 applicants, and was cut down to 1,058. 

Yet Ken’s wife has nothing to worry about as Ken did not make the next cut. Now there 

https://www.nasa.gov/content/journey-to-mars-overview
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are 100 applicants left as the selection process winds down, for training the few 

astronauts into the one way trip for history. Yet, the Americans are not the only ones 

attempting this mission. Russia hopes to build a megawatt nuclear reactor that will get 

the Russians to Mars by 2021. Though if this mission wants to become a reality, one 

may have to sacrifice their life all for the sake of the country's economy. The ultimate 

goal  for scientists was to find the best way to get the astronauts home safely, that was 

the most important part of each mission. Scientists now say that the only way to save 

money is to make it a one way trip. Scientists even said, “ if you're going to do a round 

trip and going to spend a considerable amount of time on the Red Planet, the whole 

thing is going to be a, you know, two, maybe even three-year project. You might as well 

stay.” 

Some might argue that we should not send humans to Mars if we want to 

colonize the planet. That the rovers have had enough success on retrieving information 

on the red planet. Yet, we still need to send humans to start this process of colonization 

on Mars. Scientists believe that if we stay on Earth, humans will eventually go extinct, 

and this would happen before the Sun dies out. It is written in geological history that 

extinction is apart of this world’s process. It is hard to determine how urgent this mission 

is, and how losing billions of dollars is worth it. Due to the fact that we do not know 

when, or if a catastrophic event is going to occur. Though we do know that in 5 billion 

years the Sun will become a red giant. Giving us at least a timetable of when the world 

will end from now until 5 billion years from now. Other reasons for extinction come into 

place because of us. With nuclear weapons that can wipe out billions of people being 
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pointed and threatened at one another. We see the minutes toward doomsday get 

closer, and closer. Colonizing Mars would not only save the human race, but it would 

help towards more colonization of planets. That is if our world continues its trend toward 

doomsday.  

 

From 1939 to 2016 the population of the world  has grown from 2.2 billion to over 

7.3 billion. About ⅓ of the bird population has been wiped out, and the fish have 

increasingly been diminishing, bringing a great concern for the future of this planet 

(Population Growth 1). Scientists suggest that 50 percent of the world’s land and sea 

will be set aside as the human population is expected to exceed 10 billion in the future 

to come. Calling for a demand of more land, deforestation, more cities, and this 

increasing population growth may complement the demand for a new world. The 

doomsday clock  is the closest it has ever been since 1954, with the newly elected 

President Trump. If 1954 looks familiar to you, it should, this was during the cold war. 

The doomsday clock was a 2 minutes before midnight because of how close the U.S 

and the Soviets were to breaking out in a nuclear war. Today the doomsday clock is set 

to 2 ½ minutes before midnight, saying that a nuclear war is likely to break out because 

of how Trump has approached many issues, and our relationship between many 

countries. Lawrence Krauss of the board of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists stated, “ 

When it comes to nuclear weapons, in the last year, there's been a lot of saber-rattling, 

in particular a lot of irresponsible statements from the new president of the United 

States, but equally vitriolic statements, in some sense, by the president of Russia as 
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well” (Doomsday Clock Closest To Midnight Since 1954 1 ) . The modern day arm race 

began when the Soviet Union dropped their first hydrogen bomb. Yet, the clock is at its 

closest since then, and people should be concerned, especially our political leaders. 

Later in the interview Krauss said, “we try not to respond to individual events. We try 

and take a global view. And so the Cuban Missile Crisis, the group at that time felt that 

their concerns about nuclear weapons were existing before that and they didn't want to 

move it in response to a crisis that had passed” (Doomsday Clock Closest To Midnight 

Since 1954 2) . We hope that here soon the doomsday clock will move back to the right 

direction. What does this say about the future though? Are world leaders willing to go to 

such drastic measures to the point that they will wipe out the human race? Lets hope it 

is not any time soon, and Mars is at least another option for us citizens that are so 

vulnerable. 

Though congress  has been divided for the past 8 years, there is one issue that 

both Democrats and Republicans can agree on; colonizing mars. Congress is moving 

towards a bipartisan bill for NASA to establish a colony on the red planet. The bill will 

protect the mission from any future president trying to interfere with the mission. 

According to NASA Administrator, Charles Bolden, "We're closer to sending human 

beings to Mars today than anyone, anywhere has ever been” ( Rosen 1). The progress 

of this Mars mission shows not only in the advancement and plans for technology, but 

through the political side of this mission. Politicians on Capitol Hill all agree that it is time 

for America to be back on top the space exploration race, and hope to regain the lead 

with this Mars mission. Though, some politicians do not agree on how the mission 
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should be accomplished. Ted Cruz believes that we should return to the moon to test 

our technology and the logistics needed to travel to Mars. Others, like previous 

president, Barack Obama, believe that we should leave the lunar travel in the past and 

aim for the mission to be in 2025.  

 

When the research began, I actually thought the government was hiding 

information on the fate of our world from us. Now in the post research phase I have 

realized that instead of finding mysterious information on the Earth’s future. The 

information was right in front of me. If you have ever seen the show Futurama (highly 

recommend watching it), it is immanent that there is the possibility that our universe 

could be a replica of Futurama’s universe. What I mean by that is;  instead of people 

being: born, from, and classified by a nation. People will now be classified by the planet 

they were born on, or grew up on. This is due to the geological history of Earth. Which 

shows that if we stay on the planet Earth, the human race will be no more. This does 

not necessarily mean that a natural catastrophe will happen like the dinosaurs. Yet, 

there are many factors; from nuclear arms, to climate, and even the life span of the Sun. 

All these possibilities of catastrophic events do not just make this Mars mission a space 

race. Instead this mission is hope for a new beginning for mankind, and maybe the start 

of a utopian world, not like our dystopian world today.  
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