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It’s Not Just Getting Beaten Up
It’s Not Just Getting Beaten Up
Effects of Police Brutality
By: Kamyiah Oliver
In Oakland, California, why do our protectors abuse us for no reason? Police brutality is a
controversial topic. Everyone here, and I bet even everyone outside of here, knows about at least
one Oakland police brutality case. For example, we can bring up the shooting of Oscar Grant at the
Fruitvale Bart Station or the Tupac situation in the 1990’s. Police brutality has always been around
and I want to shine some intel on how it affects Oakland. Based on many articles and 3 interviews,
Police brutality affects the Oakland community members largely because they receive physical and
emotional harm.
How does police brutality affect Oakland? The pain the Oakland Police Department (OPD) inflicts on
Oakland residents can go from getting harmed from a police officer, all the way to losing a loved
one. As stated by one of my interviewees about if police brutality affects Oakland she said,
“Absolutely, there is a disproportionate amount of police brutality taken out on Black and Brown
people. Especially Black men and women in Oakland, and you know there’s tons of corruption in the
OPD that has yet to be dealt with effectively. Also, it just causes more distrust and it’s actually
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supporting the gentrification process by continually pushing out Native Oakland folks or Black and
Brown people…” (Delucchi). Delucchi has been a resident of Oakland for more than 40 years, is a
community speaker, and an OUSD Teacher. This evidence illustrates that the Oakland community
knows what’s going on around the police brutality and how it affects them. Police brutality helps
kick Oakland natives out, helps create targets on certain races who can’t change their assigned
identity, and causes distrust between our community and the people whose role is to protect us.
Another interviewee stated, “ I don’t like my tax money going to people who beat up on people for no
reason, it makes me feel like crap, to be honest with you, I don’t like to see people get hurt because
of somebody’s ignorance” (Smith). Smith feels that police brutality does affect Oakland and the
money he pays for taxes aren’t helping like they should. It makes him personally feel like crap
because of this issue. Smith has been a resident of Oakland for more than 45 years and is a retired
worker.

In Oakland, Police officers hurt Oakland residents physically and emotionally. Of course, when
dealing with police brutality one is bound to have some scars, whether it be on your body or your
heart. From a prisoner activist center website, it explains, “A Catholic priest who said an officer put
him in a chokehold and slammed his head into a glass door. A father who claimed officers beat him
in the hallway outside of his child’s hospital room until his head was bloody. A bank robber who was
shot by officers after a high-speed chase. A man whose head was slammed into something so hard
that the bones in his face broke” (Hyatt). These violent actions show the pain it creates here in our
home. Each one of these cases were sued, which show that the people who were hurt needed to get
back at the people who did do the opposite of their job, by hurting them. Coming from the same
website, apparently, “$74 million dollars were spent on these cases to settle lawsuits” (Hyatt).
Money that can be used to help our Oakland community is being used because of officers who
decided to get violent. Another example of when police officers inflicted pain, was the Tupac Shakur
case. According to KQED Arts, it states, “What’s not likely to be forgotten is the Oakland Police
Department’s jaywalking stop of Tupac Shakur in October 1991, which resulted in Shakur allegedly
slammed to the ground and arrested. That’s because in a rare early case of a rap artist suing the
police, Shakur subsequently brought a $10 million civil suit against the OPD for their actions— and
in an even rarer conclusion, the suit was settled for a reported $42,000.” (Meline). Money for
Oakland is wasted on cases that shouldn’t come up at all between the citizens and the police
department, and some of our Oakland Police leave marks some can be satisfactory but as of late they
have been hurtful.

Police Brutality is an issue of corruption in the department or just the police themselves. When
people think of police brutality they might think of how much they just hurt African Americans
because how big that topic is on the news. Police brutality may largely affect that race, but Police
brutality is more than just a cop beating a person up, or abusing their power. Coming from my
interviewee, she said, “ (Do you think police brutality is based on Race? – interviewer) I used to
think that, all the time because I grew up in a segregated society. And I only witnessed it happening
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to one race, and that was African Americans. But now I see that it happens to any minority…. I think
it’s just something in their head that they’re supposed to correct everybody, be in charge.” (OwenDelucchi). Police brutality affects more groups rather than just one. Police officers in general, who
are apart of police brutality, have a mindset that they have to be on top. Police attack community
members majorly, for no reason. The hurtful police are very corrupted and that stems from the
departments in which they work, in my case the OPD is where the corruption is rooted. There are
many others who believe this too, like kids in the #TakeAKnee stand, which was going against many
topics including police brutality (Fernandez) and there are so many articles that will discuss Police
Brutality in Oakland or anywhere else.

People might say that only the “bad” cops need to be punished, but that’s not it. It’s not just the
“bad” cops that need to get in order, yet the whole system. The whole system affecting us in Oakland
and citizens in the U.S, is institutional oppression. The Oakland Police Department system is really
messed up. There are many problems within each Police system. Yet, obviously the cops who are
apart of police brutality didn’t get trained in the best way to be our protectors or they were just
violent people who shouldn’t have been let in the group in the first place, and that’s not just the
system at fault but everyone contributing to police brutality. Not only the individual cop that abuses
a person should get the entire blame but as I said before, everyone who is a contributor.

In conclusion, Police Brutality affects the Oakland community members largely because they cause
physical and emotional harm. Some of the pain that impacts Oakland people with police brutality
isn’t looked upon enough, so there are still so many problems. Also the corruption of the system
causes the problems with police brutality. Police brutality should be looked into more by students as
a way to educate themselves for future encounters with police and to help them decrease their fear
of trust or being harmed by police.
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