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Will we eventually inhabit all natural land?
The human population on Earth had doubled in the last 40 years and is expected to do so again in
the next 40. Our population is growing at an exponential rate and this makes me wonder what
effects this will have in on the Earth in the future. Looking around it is obvious to see that the
natural land around us is changing and degrading from the effects of our ever expanding population.
Every year millions of trees are cut down and new communities and houses are being built in natural
lands. As the population increases, the natural land decreases; the question is: how long can this go
on for?
On a planet such as Earth, there is a finite amount of resources, this means that there is a limit to
growth and eventually we will be bumping up against that limit if we aren’t already. I found that
humans inhabit 10% of this land but we use another 80% of the land for roads, highways, farmlands,
etc. This leaves 10% to wilderness. Through research I found that, “between 2000 and 2030,
worldwide, the loss of agricultural land to urbanization may be as much as ~15,000 km2 annually”.
It is only a matter of decades before this number will be decreased to 0%. Currently many lands are
protected as national parks or forests, I believe these lands will remain primarily natural for a long
time. Eventually they will be built in when we need houses to fit the population. It is estimated that
there will be anywhere from 10.1 to 12.4 humans on this Earth by 2100. Will we be able to hold this
many people.
There are few solutions or outcomes I see playing out in the future that involve this growing issue.
The first being that we attempt to reduce population. This can be done in many ways, the most likely
is that we encourage couples to only have 2 kids. Also by increasing the availability of healthcare
and education particularly for women in developing countries we could reduce fertility. The most
likely to occur in my opinion is that there will be an extinction or massive event that wipes out or
race before the overpopulation kills us. This is a sad thought but more comforting than us becoming
overcrowded with little wildlife left in the world.

